If the infection is in the neck of the femur or in the acetabulum, and particularly if the initiation of treatment is delayed, it is most important to put traction on the leg for several weeks. The affected area of bone is softened by the disease so that 'the powerful thigh muscles will easily separate the head of the femur or crush the soft bone and infect the joint. Such traction is best carried out by using the plaster spica and fixing it to the foot of the bed, which is then elevated on blocks.
In conclusion, I believe, as do so many, that by the development of antibiotics the tragedy of osteomyelitis has been overcome. The fault is ours if the tragedies of an earlier surgical day are not abolished for all time. It may be that we are apt to become complacent and sit back on our treatment. We must guard against this tendency and be ready to make full clinical re-assessment at any time. I believe, however, at the present time that early diagnosis, energetic chemotherapy and judicious surgery should lead to rapid cure without deformity and devoid of unpleasant sequelae.
